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ON WINTER RESORTS FOR NORTHERN INVALIDS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—I have perused an article in No. 11 of your Journal, and 
two other papers in a city daily, by Dr. Augustus Mitchell, of Port- 
land, advocating the establishment of a sanitary retreat in Florida. He 
desires the aid and sympathy of the medical profession in a philanthropic 
undertaking, which, he says, “‘ meets with applause and public approbation 
throughout the Union.” He suggests that the capital for the enter- 
prise can be obtamed by means of “a joint stock company, the profits 
of the house paying for the property in two or three years,” or by dis- 
interested, liberal subscriptions, the profits of the house to go to the use 
of poor invalids, or otherwise, as may be deemed proper. aes 
: ina strictly private speculation or enterprise, I think J ean ask you to 
answer for me, that no person would be more indisposed to start objec- 
tions or interpose difficulties, by unasked advice, than myself. But here 
the views and support of the profession seem to be claimed, and mine 
shall be offered to Dr. M. and his associates for what they are vig 
plainly and candidly, but with that respect which thé intelligence 
your correspondent, and the advocacy of philanthropic ends, are entitled 
to, whatever may be the judicial determination of our minds => si 
Iam aware that an explanation is required for an anonymous commue 
nication on.a topic, which, at first glance, would seem to demand. no 
concealment, But in fact, Mr. Editor, no subject excites more inten 
irascible feelings than that of climates and locations. Each denizen of 
the criticized spot. feels almost a personal jealousy in the matter, and if, 
in addition to ties as general as this, the bonds of interest are touched by 
any depreciating remarks, or ‘‘ odorous comparisons,” woe to the luck- 
less wight who believes that resorts for invalids can be discussed with 
the same immunity, as pathology or therapeutics. When the writer 
was juvenile in years, and still more in experience, he ventured hig 
maiden effort at the press, in an investigation of the claims of a then 
favorite location of Dr, M.’s El Dorado for invalids, _He endeavored ta 
demonstrate by the facts, which a winter’s residence had given him, and 
an exposure of certain very mistaken thermometrical records, which had 
ead heen widely circulated at the North as proofs of a mild, sa- 
ubrious climate, ‘ie the city referred to was not an eligible retreat for 
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pulmonary invalids. An attempt, whether successful or not, certain] 
based in the most disinterested motives, drew down upon his head, 
year after year, volumes of personal objurgation and calumny, which 
he does not care again unnecessarily to encounter. ‘The writer, however, 
Mr. Editor, cheerfully authorizes you to present his name and assurances 
of his respect, to your correspondent, privately, if it is thought by him 
to be of the slightest consequence in the elucidation of the proposed 
scheme. 

The writer feels an interest in Dr. M.’s project, and all other plans 
like his, because he belongs to an eminently consumptive family. His 
immediate relatives sleep the sleep of death in Louisiana, in Florida, 
in the Havana, in the depths of the ocean, in vain attempts to flee the 
devouring monster, who has taken more of those, who commenced life 
since he did, of his kindred, than there are of them left! The lines 
engraved on the cold marble of one of the eminent brethren of our 
calling in this Commonwealth, are true in sentiment, if not in exact or- 
der, as applied to him :— | | 
Phthisis insatiabilis! 

Patrem matrem que devorasti— 
Parce! O parce! liberis. 

~ With all his sad experience of the uselessness of late attempts to 
seek a mild climate, he still has an amount of confidence in the in- 
fluences of favorable locations and circumstances, in procrastinating the 
development of tubercle, even in the cicatrization of the ravages already 
made, which induces a lively interest in all discussions on climate or 
changes of atmosphere as a hygienic or sanatory measure. His last per- 
sonal experience of sea voyaging and climate was a winter’s tour to the 
Island of Cuba, in 1840, which in the judgment of friends gave him vigor 
of lungs enough, perhaps, to carry him beyond the consumptive period. 
He is now influenced by no bias, of which he is aware, and his advice, for 
many years, before and since his own personal experience, to invalids 
and their friends, is to select the cities of Matanzas or Havana for their 
winter and spring retreat. | : 

_. His objection, preliminary and conclusive, to Florida, is, that tt is not 
far enough South—that it has too much cold weather, too many sudden 
changes. It is too near the ocean in every part, to justify the idea that 
by going inland a few miles, or even to the midline of the peninsula, you 
can escape the chilly, penetrating north-east winds. The only serious 
objection I ever heard to the north side of Cuba, for phthisical patients, is 
the occasional prevalence of northers. If these are cold and unpleasant 
in lat. 23°, what must they be in 30°—the places respectively of Ha- 
vana and St. Augustine. | 5 

It may be that the islands still nearer the equator are climatically su- 
perior to Cuba, but whether they are in view of all things which consti- 
tute the elements of election for an invalid, is questionable. For while 
climate is the great and essential point, there are other circumstances 
which cannot but influence, materially, the decision of any one who has 
been over the ground. Facility and comfort of access, ability to push 
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directly into a warm climate, opportunity to adapt one’s style of living 
to their veans, conveniences and comforts attainable, number and social 
state of fellow sufferers, objects to interest and amuse, opportunity. to 
have a choice of medical advisers, however fastidious and absurd. their 
tastes may be, all would enter into. most experienced persons’ calcula- 
tions. Let us suppose a case, for illustration. A young gentleman of 
Boston has an attack of pulmonary hemorrhage, or some evidences of 
tubercular development, which arrest the attention and awaken. the 
fears of friends and his medical adviser. After due inquiry, it is decided 
tosend him to the Havana. The best sailing accommodations are al- 
ways at hand—the master of the vessel is a neighbor, perhaps a friend 
of the family, and while vovaging on his melancholy tour, he still in one 
sense “ dwells among his own people.” A week or ten days brings out 
the thin clothes and Leghorn hats, and dismisses anthracite and blankets. 
He finds himself entering the tropical world. The seas, the animated 
creation, and even the constellations of the heavens, daily open new 
scenes to interest, and to cheer the despondency of home sickness and 
illness. It is a new world he is to find—stranger and more unexpected 
than a voyage across the Atlantic could afford. On his arrival, a 
Moorish city, narrow streets, splendid fountains, magnificent Romish 
churches, beautiful squares and walks, a new and melodious language, 
original and picturesque men and women, horses and carriages, and ten 
thousand novelties, distract his attention and interest his mind in forget- 
fulness of his own troubles, or at least prevent that morbid disposition to 
dwell only on the single subject of his disease. He finds lodgings pro- 
portionate to his means ; if rich, he can command every luxury and com- 
fort that he could have in an American northern city. If moderately 
provided, a city of one or two hundred thousand inhabitants will meet 
every man’s purse, with no other sacrifice to pride or a proper self-re- 
spect, than withdrawing to less fashionable or less elegant quarters. If 
his symptoms are pressing, he finds a body of educated, experienced 
physicians, of his own or foreign nativity, and selects as his judgment or 
tastes dictate. Every article of diet, of medicine, of comfort, is attaina- 
ble, without difficulty or delay. ‘ 

If our invalid has taste for music, not an evening passes when he may 
not listen to the finest military bands of Europe, and that, too, with a 
thousand well-dressed promenaders in the open air. Or if he prefers 
the fascination of the Italian opera, or Spanish drama, he may enjoy them 
in every variety, and in the largest and best ventilated theatres of the 
western world. Are his tastes artistical? Pictures, statuary and land- 
scape gardens are at hand. Is he a student of our noble science? Large 
hospitals, filled with every form of disease, are open to him. Is. he 
minister, lawyer or merchant? He can take no step without finding abun- 
dant objects in his calling. Does he find the society in,which he hap- 
pens to fall tedious or unpleasant? All he has to do is guerere, aliud 
diversorium,” as old Corderius says in his Colloquies—look for another 
boarding-house. Does he desire news from home? He has only to call 
at the counting-house of the merchant to whom he is consigned, to find 
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daily and weekly journals, from all parts of the world. Vessels almost 
daily arrive with his letters, provided his friends choose to take ad- 
vantage of them. Does he seek change of place? Every few hours, by 
railroad, by steamer, by volante or on his mule, will bring him into new 
scenes. If he chooses to devote a few hours each day to the acqui- 
sition of an elegant and useful language, he has every motive to practise, 
and every facility. 

Let us now look at our poor patient sentenced to the winter’s residence 
in a “sanitary retreat” at the southern extremity of our Union. After 
a voyage along the coast, and necessarily within the chilly blasts of the 
Jand, he reaches the city of Charleston, notorious for its terrible climate 
for pulmonary invalids. After more or less delay, he finds a class of 
vessels, guaged in their dimensions, not with reference to their open 
voyage on the ocean, but by the necessities of arbors, permitting only 
a few feet draught of water. Whatever may be the class of vessel to enter 
a Florida harbor on this side the peninsula, sailing or steaming, it must 
be able to cross a shallow bar, and formerly the poor invalid might bea 
week, laying off and on the port, without being able to enter. It is not 
worth while to dwell upon the inconveniences of such means of trans- 
portation by sea. It is hoped and believed that some other mode of 
access may now be provided. 

~ Our invalid friend makes his way across the country to the “ sanitary 
retreat.” We will suppose that he shall find in it all the conveniences and 
comforts of a first-class New England hotel, although this admission will 
appear somewhat extravagant to persons familiar with the penury of our 
southern regions in this regard. We will also assume, that sufficient 
exertion and faith should have been brought into action, to induce a 
house full of invalids to have adopted it as their winter quarters, and 
that a respectable medical gentleman has been induced to devote himself 
to the health of the inmates. 

- Our invalid looks about him for society, for gay faces, for cheerful 
conversation, for rational amusements. His companions are mostly the 
hopeless victims of phthisis, with spectre forms, and church-yard coughs, 
and saddened expression, only surpassed by the melancholy counte- 
nances of friends, watching their downward progress to the grave. The 
topics of conversation are, who is dead, who has arrived and their chances 
of ever departing. If he selects a companion for private communion, he 
is doomed to listen to long digressions on symptoms, on new and infalli- 
ble nostrums, on wonderful cures effected by hydropathy or homosopathy, 
or the last kind of gammon. Invalids become habitually irritable, selfish 
and exacting ; in masses, all these painful and disagreeable traits are ex- 
aggerated a thousand fold. ‘The medical man must be a miracle of wis- 
dom, tact and luck, if he can retain his hold upon even a majority of a 
house full of chronic patients. He has got to satisfy the unreasonable 
and hypochgndriacal, to offend the hopeless because he can give no 
hopes. He ‘has to hear daily regrets that Dr. A. of New York, Dr. B. 
of Philadelphia, or Dr. C. of Boston, or the great German doctor, or 
the famous Thomsonian doctor of some other region, could not oc- 


Ooms 


On Winter Resorts for Northern Invalids, o71 


his place. Even the more unexplainable aversions or preferences, 

he will find will exist to a surpassing degree among such a body, coming 

from the “upper southern country,” “ old Kentuck,” and “ down 
” 


east. 

I do not like thee, Dr. Fell, 
The reason why, I cannot tell— 
But this I know full well 
I do not like thee, Dr. Fell. 


Every few days our invalid is called to notice the absence of his next 
neighbor at table. He is dead! The natural elevation of hopes and 
brightening effects of a change of a northern winter for the occasional 
semi-tropical days of Florida, gives a stimulus to the energies of the in- 
valid. You see him at morning riding out ; at dinner he compels himselt 
to resume the habits of health, he hopes to convince himself that he is 
gaining, by leading the thoughtless or flattering fellow-boarders to think 
so. A re-action and prostration follow theexcitement. At night the poor 
self-deceived victim “ shuffles off this mortal coil,” and his place is oc- 
eupied by a new comer. 
| i appeal to any man who has ever made the pilgrimage to a warm 
climate for his own or for a friend’s health, to declare if this is an exag- 
gerated picture of the horrors of a colony—a hospital of invalids, chiefly 
consumptive, as they must necessarily be. Even in a small town, like 
St. Augustine, giving some chance of separation by numerous boarding 
houses and lodging places, the presence of plithisis at every turn casts 
a gloom beyond description. It was common to feel and to say, as an 
occasional sunny morning induced fifty or sixty broken-down victims to 
crawl out to the little public square to sun themselves—‘ W hat a walking 
hospital this place is! ” i 

If such is the fact in a city, how much more intolerable in a distant | 
separate establishment! I have my doubts if a single season would 
pass witliout such intestine wars, and jealousies, ‘and collisions, as would 
eatirely destroy the character of a remote concern like this, as a peaceful 
ntreat. People in health, occupied by business, coming from different 
sections of the country, find it difficult to combine harmoniously. At a: 
place, where the reverse circumstances existed, and where there was no’ 
ready escape for the disagreeable or the aggrieved, the. martyrdom would 

be exquisite ! F 

I might occupy pages with the natural and inevitable deficiencies 

hich a new country, a slave country, a poor country, must have as 
mspects the comforts of the sick. One “who has been through the 
mil” will have a multitude of them brought before his mind’s eye,’ 
by the associations awakened by those already named. It is not plea- 
sant to point to the poverty of the land, especially'as that meagreness of 
comfort is felt only by those who voluntarily put themselves in a position 
to see and feel it, and not by the inhabitants themselves. Things no 
doubt are in progress of improvement every year. A few years since, 
milk diet for a single invalid, or a covered carriage, could not be had in 
the largest city of Florida. 
_ As before intimated, however, all secondary objections to Florida as 
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a place of winter resort are totally works of supererogation. The grand, 
conclusive objection, applicable to all parts of Florida, except' Key West 
(to which few invalids could be long confined, with Cuba within two or 
three days’ sail)—that it is not near enough to the equator to fall within 
invalid ground—must always, in my opinion, forbid its being one of the 
proper retreats for those seeking a warm climate. 

I do not like to throw cold water on any man’s golden speculation, yet 
as Dr. M. has apparently presented the financial part of his plan for the 
remarks of his professional brethren, and given the philanthropic reason 
of wishing to aid poor invalids to a southern residence, as a motive for 
investment in his retreat, he shall have the benefit of my opinion on this 
subject. ‘I vividly appreciate the call for charitable assistance to a large 
class of persons tempted, with insufficient means, to venture to southern 
climes, and who find themselves neither able to stay or return. Every 
one who has resided at any resort for invalids, must recall how frequently. 
and how urgently his charities have been invoked in behalf of these 
poor dying victims, too often, I regret to say, seduced to try the advan- 
tages of an expensive southern residence by circulars and advertisements, 
promising too much. ‘These poor fellows must be supported by some- 
body, and however much we might desire, as an act of humanity, to aid 
them, it cannot be forgotten financially, that losses from those unable to 
pay constitute, in the judgment of boarding-house keepers at these 
places of resort, the world over, a great drawback upon the profitable 
character of their business. This, however, is a comparatively trifling 
and incidental consideration, suggested by the connection. y 

» The general type of a hotel or retreat of the kind proposed, as a mat- 
ter of investment, would be one of our marine, or mineral spring, or 
mountain establishments. As in these, its season would be only some 
three or four months n length. The whole, with its corps of managers, 
servants, horses, &c., is to be broken up after this short session, and its 
scale of prices must be predicated on this brief business. Now what 
enables any one of our fashionable hotels for summer business, involving 
a heavy outlay, to live? Ite profits on the sale of wines alone, as any 
Saratoga, Nahant or Catskill landlord will inform, and give proof to Dr. 
M. if he desires it. 

At the South, it is hardly necessary to observe, an establishment of 
this kinc could by no means be put in operation or carried on, except at 
a much higher cost than at the North, and as the ordinary rates, in- 
cluding the ordinary conveniences, without the use of horses, &c., at 
these, is some $2,00 or $2,50 per diem ; to do a remunerating business 
in the interior of Florida, where almost every expensive article of con- 
sumption would have to be brought from the North, a rate not below 

$$3,00 per day would be necessary, and Dr. M. may rest assured that 
but a small proportion of the class of invalids, can afford such an outlay 
for any very long period. 

Now at the Havana, a person’s pocket may be suited almost to the same 
degree as in New York or Boston. If he be. merely comfortably. sick, 


he can find at “ West’s,” or the ‘“ Mansion House,” any amount of 
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fashionable pretence and ostentation, with the use of splendid saloons 
and troops of servants, at $3,00 daily, with wines of such cost as his 
tastes and pocket warrant. If, on the other hand, he is really ill, re- 
quiring freedom from restraints of form and gay company, or is ordered to 
live upon prescribed diet, he may find suitable lodgings at a very much 
reduced price. The writer found himself lodged in a manner suited to his 
unostentatious tastes and moderate means, with every kindness and atten- 
tion, at a boarding-house, kept by the widow of the late Prof. C., of 
West Point, at $7,00 per week, and it is his opinion that this good 
lady could better afford to give her class of invalid boarders everything 
which the “ public wish” demanded, at this rate, than a great southern 
hotel could do at three times the amount. | 
It is often felt by northern invalids and their friends, canvassing the 
advantages of different places of resort, that it is a great point not to 
quit their own country—that they shall not feel absent quite so much 
when “the stars and stripes” still wave over them, and that. the fa- 
cility of communicating by mail will be greater. I consider this as all 
a delusion. As regards personal treatment and the institutions of society, 
he will find everything in favor of Cuba. Nor will he find in the 
readiness of writing and receiving letters or newspapers any inferior. facili- 
ties, to say the least. Indeed, I'am prepared to say that I know no 
one point in which the island of Cuba is not all to the invalid which 
could be desired, nor is there one circumstance in which it is inferior 
to the southern States. | 
In the hopes that my experience may not be useless to those having 
before them the ever sad alternative of a residence from home, I ven- 
ture to give the result of my observation and inquiries. on this subject. 
If it should ever again be my duty to leave home for health, I would 
seek a comfortable vessel bound for Matanzas, and place myself and 
wife, and perhaps a child or two, on board, with a small provision of 
household furniture and utensils. On our arrival, we would look around 
to hire a small house in the city or suburbs, and a servant, familiar, of 
course, with the language. We would set up our house-keeping without 
the slightest reference to the manners and customs of the natives, except 
so far as these were judged superior to those of New England. I speak 
of Matanzas, only as a preference in point of economy ; if this was of 
less consideration to the party, than it is to most of our calling, Havana 
would certainly be more eligible, as giving one more communication 
with desirable society of his own countrymen or natives, and all those 
objects of interest and amusement, which a large city has, as compared 
_ In taking leave of Dr. M., for whom and his project we have not 
intended to fail in a proper respect, I would remind him, that this idea of 
a great hotel or retreat for invalids in Florida has often been broached 
within the last twenty years, but a close examination on the part of 
those having money for investment, has always satisfied them that the 
project will not do. I believe it is fortunate that it has so proved, for as 
@ man “ believing in a future state of rewards and punishments,” J should 
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dread no heavier weight on my soul, than the responsibility of having 
induced invalids to seek for health or comfort in the climate of Florida ! 
- March 25th, 1848. 


DR. WALLAC®’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PHYSIOLOGY AND PA: 
~ THOLOGY OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM OF THE EYE.—NO. 1V. — 


{Communicated for the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.—Continued from page 211.] 


For the discrimination of this, from other defects of vision, we are in- 
debted to Dr. Petrequin and Professor Mackenzie. The former bestow- 
ed on the complaint the name of kopyopia, and the latter the more 
euphonous one of asthenopia. 
 Unsustained adjustinent is that morbid condition of the eye, in whieh 
it is capable of being accommodated to the distinct vision of near objects, 
‘but the adjustment cannot be lorg continued. , 
_. Symptoms.—The patient can distinguish Jarge objects, or objects ata 
distance, without indistinctness or fatigue, Small objects are seen dis- 
tinctly at first, but they soon appear confused. The letters on a book 
canbe easily made out, but the patient is unable, with comfort, to read 
‘more than a few lines or pages. By ceasing the effort at adjustment, 
vas by looking at objects at a distance, or by shutting the eyes, the power 
of adaptation is recovered, to be lost as before. ‘The disease is sometimes 
accompanied by pain in the eyeballs, or temples, or pain in the situation 
_of the frontal or infra-orbitary nerve, shooting backward to the ear, with 
_ Predisposing Causes.—Continued employment of the eyes at minute 
‘objects, especially with misplaced artificial light, is a frequent cause of 
‘the complaint. It is also ascribed to abuse of the re-productive organs, 
want of sleep, and irruptive fevers. | 
Anatomical Causes,—In a former number of this Journal (May, 1844), 
I have described the method by which the focus of the eye is adjusted. 
A few additional remarks will now be made. ity ‘tlt 

By splitting the ciliary body, 1 brought into view the ciliary muscles, 
the. existence of which had not previously been demonstrated, although 
indefinite notions of the muscularity of the ciliary ligament. had 
announced by Kepler, Porterfield, Crampton, Bauer.and Knox. 

. There are two ciliary muscles. By peeling off the ciliary ligament 
_aad choroid, the external muscle adheres to the choroid, and the internal 
one remains on the unfimbriated portion of the ciliary body. The ex- 
, ternal muscle is connected with the sclerotica by the ciliary ligament ; 
the internal one is connected with the cellular membrane which holds 
ciliary together, and both are inserted into the choroid at 
the line. of termination of the retina. By position and attachment, 
neither of them can have a direct effect in adyancing. the crystalline 
body, and.adjusting the eye to the vision of near objects ; yet by com- 
_ pressing the vascular gircle on the choroid, the external muscle will erect 
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the ciliary processes, which are attached. by delicate. membranes to the 
outer part of the crystalline capsule, and the, anterior wall of the canal 
of Petit, and adjust the lens to near objects. The filaments of the uns 
fimbriated portion of the ciliary body, passing, some of them, on» the 
anterior, and others, through the canal, to the posterior wall of the cahal 
of Petit, and forming its divisions, are inserted among, and parallel with, 
the fibres of the internal muscle, which will. have the direct effect. of 
drawing the crystalline lens backward, and. adjusting the organ to distant 
objects. The elasticity of the membranes of the. vitreous: will 
assist the latter effect, and adjustment in both. | Gy oe Ri, 
respects will be facilitated by the central fora- 
men of the retina. ‘The latter. is also affected — 
ia the complaint. under consideration, for dur- 
ing an attack, the patient cannot see distinctly 
through a small aperture, and lateral vision is _— 

_ Although the use of all the parts of the 5 
ciliary body is clear, it is confirmed by com- 
parative anatomy. When the lens is a sphere, 
there is a muscle attached to it, but no-ciliary 
body ; when the lens is less than asphere, ,) 
there is a ciliary body, but no muscle of the Apparatus—1, 
crystalline. The function of the single mus- 2; Anterior canal. of Fontana. 


3, 


cle is evident in the former case, and of thé terior canal of Fontana, 5, Canal 


ciliary body in the latter. san of Petit. givers 
With German. industry, Hueck, ary muscle; by the middle canal of 
of Dorput, has. written, on the motion of the Fostans. Ciliary ligament. 
calling lens, a' quarto volume, in which he 
relates a number of interesting exreriments, although his theory, that:the 
motion is effected by contractions. of the eiliary. processes, forcing the 
aqueous humor into Petit’s canal, and in this.manner not only advancing 
the lens; but by lateral pressure making. it: more convex, jis less 
than any that preceded it, ly Din 
After it fasted. two days, he placed a hawk on his: lap, at the: end of 
table, on which he laid a piece of meat, fastened by two threads.. Wher 
Dr. H. drew the meat towards the bill of the: animal, he observed: the: 
mis to become convex, especially at its upper portion. When the meat 
was drawn back by an assistant, the iris became immediately flatter. » The 
motion of the lens wasialso observed in the: parrot,' fox and lynx. 
Dr. Hueck placed the, recent eye of a pup, in: an opening made in @ 
board, and observed, on. the posterior surface of the sclerotica, which im 
this animal is thin.and, nearly transparent, the distinct image of a window, 
and the indistinct one of a’key which was nearer. » He passed a needle, 
at the distance of a. line from, the margin. of the cornea, into the middle: 
of the lens, and when the latter was. moved carefully. forward, the image 
of the key was well defined, whereas that, of the: window was: indistinef.! 
By moving the leas backward, the window again became distinet, and the: 
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«By looking in profile at the iris of an individual, who, with one éye shut, 
looked with the other at an object five inches distant, Dr. H. saw the iris 
to become convex and project. When the subject looked at a distant 
object, the iris became again flattened. , | 
Unsustained adustment is often a consequence of inflammation. By 
examination with the microscope of an iris, which had, years before, suf- 
fered inflammation, I observed an appearance, as if blood had coagulated 
in some of the vessels, and had been partially absorbed. A clot in this 
arg would act as a foreign body, and become a source of irritation. 
hen we consider the similarity in structure between the ciliary pro- 
cesses and the iris, and the disorganizing effects of inflammation on the 
latter, we are led to infer, that the ciliary processes will experience a similar 
disorganization by inflammation, the principal seat of which, in many 
of the ophthalmiz, is evident by the vascular zone round the cornea, 
and the result of which, may be thickening or relaxation of, or deposi- 
tion of foreign matter on, a part or the whole of the ciliary process, or 
the ciliary Jamina. In either case, the Jens will be drawn forward with 
difficulty, and if drawn forward, it will require unusual exertion to keep it 
in a state of adjustment. sibileds 
I have seen the complaint occasioned by enlargement of the long 
ciliary vessels, the tying of which was too hazardous to attempt. I have 
Often seen it to arise from tumors or fringes on the iris, accompanied with 
icatrices on the forehead are a frequent cause of unsustained adjust- 
ment. In the present state of science it is difficult to explain how 


_cicatrization or tumor on one nerve will affect the functions of another. 


We shall assume that the change of state effected by the arterial blood 


on the cortical or positive plate of the brain, is followed by the evolution 


of a fluid; which passing in a continued stream along certain nerves, sus- 
tains the vital functions. By a contrivance for interrupting the current, 
perhaps not dissimilar in principle to the rotatory machine, motion ‘is 
effected. By another series of nerves, the external currents, which vary 
with. the temperature, and force of the currents of the air, proceed to- 
wards the central or negative plate of the brain. There is thus a con- 
stant circulation of the nervous fluid. In its passage through the ganglia 
towards the brain, the current will be influenced by currents from other 
sources, and if one stream be interrupted by a cicatrix, the balance of 
power will be unequal, and the reflex current will be affected. ‘The 


experiments of Dr. Leconte, of Savannah, and Dr. Dowler, of New 


Orleans, show that to produce muscular action, the afferent current is 
not necessarily continued to the brain. The former physiologist decapi- 


tated an alligator, and when he irritated the skin, the animal moved an 


extremity to the part which was injured. Soon after death, the latter 
separated the arm of a man from the body, and found, that after per- 
cussion, the most violent contractions an quiverings were produced. 
From these experiments, we may conclude that the whole of the affe- 
rent current is not necessarily continued to the brain, and that when the 
usual supply is cut off, the efferent current will be deficient. = | 


q 
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By the connection of the motor’ nerves with the cerebellum, which 
es such an influence on the organs of re-production, we under- 
stand how unsustained adjustment is occasioned by their abuse. _ 


‘ 


DIABETES MELLITUS... 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—For reasons which it is not necessary to state here, I have 
delayed answering a communication which appeared in your Journal for 
February, No. 3, Yol. XX XVIII. lo. 

I regret my article on Diabetes should have excited so .“‘ hasty,” .even 
if it was so “ fair” a communication, from any “member” of our. pro- 
fession. ‘ Tam astonished” that any medical man can be. found, who 
does not know that some affections of the brain may exist months, and 
even years, without any change taking place sufficient to produce death. 

My cases and the post-mortem appearances were, from necessity, very 
imperfect. I considered them such at the time.., My!opinion was. formed 
previous to these cases occurring. I did not consider my. “ vaguely 
stated” cases sufficient to establish my views of diabetes, neither those 
eight cases occurring in the practice of one of, our most. distinguished 
physicians in the western part of Massachusetts. . It requires a lange 
number of well and faithfully recorded cases ;. together with the post 
mortem appearances, revealed by our best pathologists, men.who. are seek- 
ing for truth, in order to establish anything like a correct pathology of any 
diseas 


e. 
Should my fair reviewer ever be called on to. treat-a case. of diabetes, 
he will of course inquire as regards the non-existence of head symptoms; 
and as the “usual signs” of this disease are:so universally, met with..in 
pritmerien examinations, he will not trouble himself to, examine, the 
Lhope, however, there are those who will keep a faithful regord. of 
their cases, from the beginning of the disease, and at death carefully 
examine the brain, with a view of determining the essential pathology of 
diabetes mellitus. lest, ot Ded 
I know very well the different opinions advanced in regard to this, dis- 
ease. I am*also aware that the affection of the brain is considered a 


I intend at some future time to communicate my views. more ,fully in 
to this disease. ‘Io, 
_ Ihave no doubt many medical. men, with my reviewer, consider my 
theory “wild.” I am not desirous of such a controversy as 1 foresee 
will occur from the manner in which I am reviewed by J. R... Wilbur... 


Very respectfully, 1am yours, Cuarr... 
Pavtucket, R. I. April 25th, 1848. won 
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To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. — 
Sir,—There is no honorable physician who has not been deeply mor- 
tified, more than once, at the evil practices of some of those who bear 
our name; and an occasion rarely occurs when he can effect any good 
by expressing his opinion. ‘The'world cannot judge between the honest 
man and the knave, particularly if each have the sanction of the univer- 
sity, under the degree of medicine doctor. There is no public redress 
for the petty abuse which we suffer, nor for the bad name which individ- 
ual sin of a more heinous character gives us all. 2 | 

A crime of the most serious nature -has, however, come to my knows 

ledge in such ‘a manner that the proposer of it will speak for himself. 
He is evidently no novice in the act ; I trust he does not bear the title of 
Doctor of Medicine. 

» The following letter was brought me by a young woman. The 
writer addresses some one with whom he has had indirect communication, 
througli some’ Dr. H., a common fiend. . Fortunately the Jetter was 
mis‘directed, and the community of Portland may be enabled by this 
exposure to rid themselves of a villain; and perhaps the girl may be 
deterred from being accessory to the crime of murder. A copy of the 
letter has been placed in the hands of the Attorney for the County of 
Suffolk, who has transmitted the same to'the Attorney in Portland. An 
exact copy I herewith send to you, with the request that it may appear in 
an’ early number of your Journal. Yours, respectfully, 
Dear Str. —Nevertheless have not the honor of being personally 
aéquainted with you, [take the liberty of writing and introducing’ the 
Bearer of’ this a lady from here to you in a very peculiar demand. At 
the time of’ my last visit to’ Boston 1 had with Dr. H.........—by whom 
without doubt you did hear of me before—a conversation about the ob- 
éct, ‘on which I am induced to write to you. Dr. H. mentioned’ that’ he 
‘and you had spoken once abort the same matter and’ so fort. At rent 
breviter.' The lady the bearer of this, a poor girl, of very honest family; 
has had the misfortune of getting acquainted with a young man, who, un- 
der false promises, abused her, and ‘after finding out that she was in a 
family way, run of, and'left her here in misery. She must be relieved of 
her state, and tryed, by all kind of injurious means, to get out of it her- 
self, but like generally, all the remedies recommended and used for ‘the 
purpose of causing abortion, proved of no effect. - She first would not 
consent to a operation, and‘ about for weeks‘ago, when she found’ it he- 
césvary to admit herself to it, she got, nevertheless I warned her, in thé 
hands of the famous’ Dr. P——,; wlio, after’ robbing her of about $20, 
and making all kind of ‘excuses, turned her of, requesting her to call on 
him again, to get $50 more out of her. She will tell you more about it, 
about her circumstances and conditions. I would perform the operation, 
but I have no place to put her, exspecting that she will be confined for 
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several days and weaks after it. And Portland is rather to small a place, 
to keep itsecret, and 1 have besides the majority of physicians against me, 
hunting after me, to find a scrupel of right complaintand blame for me. In 
short now, Doctor, if you think the state of pregnancy is not to far ad+ 
vanced, to. perform the operation without danger, and if preparatory ap- 
sa should be necessary, I would request you to relieve her; she 
as time, courage enough to undergo it, and nevertheless poor, she will be 
enabled to’satisfy any reasonable demand for your trouble. She will tell 
you all about it. And have no fear, that ever any complaint any trouble 
shall originad from it. But you may be willing to do it or, not, I beg 
you to excuse me in reference to this my demand. ©§ —— ——* 
“ To W. H. Thayer, M.D., 12 Essex st. Boston.” : 


| REMARKABLE CASE OF CONSTIPATION. | 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir —While in Western New York, last summer, I saw a remarkable 
ease, in the person of a young lady, who has had but three fecal dis- 
charges in nine years; and thinking the statements im full might be in- 
teresting, if not. useful, to the medical profession, I now communicate 
_ The patient’s name is Ellen R. Allis, daughter of Joel Allis. § 
lives about three miles from the centre of Batavia. When about 1 
years of age, she attended a singing school, and being ensnared 1m a tra 
made of a rope by some boys, was thrown down, and her spine injured. 
She became quite sick, went to her bed, and there has remained up to 
the present time, perfectly bed-ridden. She is now 21 years old. She 
Jays in her bed, her body being at an angle of forty-five degrees with, her 
extremities ; nor can she be removed from that position without produc- 
ing intense pain, and much dyspnea. 
_ From her waist down, there has been no increase in size since her first 
but above the umbilical region, she has grown like. other girls. 
e is wonderfully intellectual for one thus circumstanced, and has shown 
a remarkable skill in the formation of different curiosities. aoe 
As you would naturally conclude, she has but little physical, strength. 
Her heart beats like an infaut’s ; her respiration is peculiar, and so slight is 
the effort, that it is hardly distinguished by a careful observer. | 
_ Two days previous, and about three days after, the movements of her 
bowels referred to, she was perfectly insensible, and in a comatose state. 
About a teaeupful of a thin viscid discharge come from her at each time.. 
There has been an attempt on the part of physicians in the region of 
Batavia to remove this difficulty (whether it be a partial stricture of some 
portion of the intestines, or a want of action in them, ts unknown), but 
10 vain, 
Her diet is very light, consisting mostly of white sugar and tea, and 
occasionally a thin broth. ae 


* The name of the writer is withheld by the Editor, as he tiinks the end proposed by Dr. Thay- 
er may be accomplished without its publication. Ep. 
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As you will understand, she has had but three stools in nine years. 
Oliver, in his Physiology, makes mention of some persons having no dis- 
charge in one year; but no instance like the above have I ever found 
recorded. Yours respectfully, 

_ Millbury, Mass., April 13, 1848. Cuartes A. Greene. 


P. S.—If you wish any further information in reference to the above 
case, it may be obtained by directing a communication to me. 


REPORT OF THE SURGEON OF THE STEAM SHIP MISSISSIPPI. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—Capt. McKenzie, Commander of the U. S. Steam Ship 
Mississippi, recently from Vera Cruz, has politely tendered me the re- 
port of Dr. Babb, Surgeon of that Ship, showing the casualties and dis- 
eases which have occurred on board, from March 5th, 1847, to April 1, 
1848, It shows remarkable success in the treatment of yellow fever, 
and it is hoped that Dr. B. may publish more fully his observations on 
that disease, which has destroyed so many valuable lives since the com- 
mencement of the war with Mexico. Yours respectfully, . W. R. L. 
Boston, April 21st, 1848. . 


Fropers of the Diseases and Injuries which have occurred on board the 


S. Steamer Mississippi, from the 5th of March, 1847, to the 1st 
of April, 184%. 


Disease No. of No. incase No. of 
eases. cases. cases. 

' Yellow Fever, — 425 | Number bro’t forward, 822 | Number bro’t forward, 1012 
Remittent do. 5 | Rheumatism, 44 | Tumor, , 2 1 
Intermittent do. 168 | Lumbago, 4 | Paronychia 5 
Dysentery, 111 | Neuralgia, 5 | Lacerated Wound, 17 
Acute Hepatitis, 3 | Epilepsy, 1 | Punctured do. 8 
Chronic do, 2 | Cephalalgia, 34 | Incised do. 5 
Acute Gastritis, — 5 ntalgia, | 1 | Gunshot do. 10 
ic do. 11 | Gastro-FEnteritis, 3 | Contusion, » 29 
Bronchitis, 9 | Diarrhea, 40 | Fracture, 4 
atarrh, 54 | Cholera Morbus, ~ 3 | Sub-Luxation, 8 

Pneumonia, 4 Colic, 4 | Rubeola, 7 
Phthisis, 2 | Hemorrhoids, _ 3 | Herpes, 4 
Asthma, 1 | Hernia, 1 | Elephantiasis, 2 
Hemoptysis, . 3 | Constipatio, 3 | Urticaria, 1 
Laryngitis, 1 | Conjunctivitis, 3 | Jaundice, - 2 
Pericarditis, 1 | Ophthalmia, 2 | Mania-a-potu, 7 
Hypertrophy of Heart, 4 | Nyctalopia, 1 | Mental Imbecility, 1 
- Ossification 1 Syphilis, | Gastrodynia, 
Splenitis, 1 onorrheea, 1 | Varicocele, 1 
‘Nephritis, 1 | Ulcer, 16 | Stricture, 1 
Orchitis, 3 | Abscess, | Debility, | 10 
Tonsillitis, 4 | Carbuncle, 1 | Burns and Sealds, 4 
is, 3 | Furunculi, 10 Shad 

822 1012 
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~—s Name, Rate. Disease. Date of decease. 
Peter Roberts Seaman, Yellow Fever, | May 29, 1847 < 
Billings Walker, a July 14, “ > 
Wn. R. Barth, “ “ 16, 
r Ryan, : Ship’s Corp. 21, ty 
Francis Memar, Musician, “ “ Aug. 4, “ | a 
Geo Barton, “ “ 6, 
Henry u y t M “ 7 
John Cogden, arine, “4 endl 
Antonio Pons, Musician, June 30, 
Antonio Feighl, “ July « 
Wn. Brown, Seaman, “ “ 
Wm. R. Thomas, Passed Midshipm’n, Nov, 10, “ 
Chs. A. Ma 3d Assist’t Eng’ 
E. J. Covell, Ist Dec. 28, “ - 


List of the Diseases of those sent to the United States. 


147 Hi bro’t forward, 198] Number bro’t forward, 214 
Intermittent 22 ertrophy of Heart, 3 | Lacerated Wound, As: 
_Debility, 6 sis, | 1 | Gunshot Wound 
Chronic Bronchitis, 8] Chronic Laryngitis, 1 | Lumb 
- Chronic Hepatitis, 2 | Gastro-Enteritis, 1 | Incised Wound, 
baa ag! 5 | Cephalalgia, 3 | Chronic Diarrhoea, 
Chronic 6 Splenitis” 
Chronic Pleuritis, 1 | Uleer, 3 Total, 
Epilepsy, 1 | Fracture, 3 
198 214 
KILLED. 
Name. Rate. Where killed.’ 
T. B. Shubrick, * Midshipman, Bomb’t of Vera Cruz. 
William Marcus, C.F. é 
John Myers. C. Seaman, Loading a gun. 
William White, Seaman, Tamulte. 
John Saul, Tabasco. 
WOUNDED. 
Name. Rate. Where wounded. 
James L. Parker, Lieutenant, Taxpauy, 18th 
William May, o, 9th 
William Leech, C. Seaman, July. | 
Patrick Rourke, ¢ 9th June. 
Daniel Foley, C. Seaman, 
John Adams, Seaman, Bomt. V. Cruz, 24th March. 
Thomas Wanghey, C. Seaman, Tamulte, 29th June. 


+ 


987 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MAY 8&8, 1848. 


Great Medical Meeting at Baltimore. —Delegates were passing through 
Boston, towards the close of last week, on their way to Baltimore, filled 
with the highest anticipations of the good results of the meeting in 
that city. That it will be large, and intellectually strong, cannot be doubt- 
ed. The right spirit extensively prevails, and the American Medical As- 
sociation appears destined, if this feeling continues, to accomplish all that its 
friends have hoped from the beginning. Baltimore is a hospitable city, 
and the unremitting attention of the profession there in promoting the 
comfort and happiness of their distinguished guests from all parts of the 
Union, may therefore be depended upon. : 

It is one of the curiosities of the medical history of Massachusetts, that 
when the State Medical Society was invited, in a respectful manner, to 
send representatives to the first meeting at New York, in 1846, the Coun- 
cil voted down the subject! One gentleman had seen the folly of these 
attempts at association ; and besides it was apparent, from the character of 
the reasoning urged on the occasion, that-we here in New England.were like 
a city on a hill, in plain sight of the whole world, existing and epee 
independently of all other medical bodies! Last season, by dint of effort, 
ten delegates were finally appointed—who will never forget their reception 
at Philadelphia. They spied out the country ; found it susceptible of cul- 
tivation, and a goodly Jand ; and now, in 1648, fifty delegates are appoint- 
ed! How many have gone, we have yet no means of knowing, but trust 
that New England has manifested the zeal that should characterize those 
who can practise as well as preach. a 


Portraits of Eminent American Physicians and Surgeons.—We deeply 
regret, with other members of the profession, that no encouragement is 
given in Bostou, towards having the miniature likenesses of the leading 
medical men of this city engraved. Mr. Y. F, Harrison succeeded in 
Philadelphia in executing a complete series of the prominent professors 
of the schools there, which are as life-like, aud excellent in artistical. finish, 
as could be desired—and he was paid well for the enterprise by their 
friends and admirers. But here in Boston, he was met with nothing but 
icebergs—full in the face. He completed one, only one, which hangs a 
dead weight on his hands. One distinguished me hey whom we all like 
exceedingly for his uniform urbanity of manners, philanthropy and _ skill, 
absolutely refused to sit for his picture. Thus, between no sales, a shrink- 
ing modesty, and no love for the fine art which exhibits our neighbors’ 
faces, the artist has turned his back upon us. At Albany, the portraits 
are to be engraved, and a strong disposition prevails to help forward the 
enterprise. 


Dr. Jackson’s Descriptive Catalogue.—A correspondent has already spo- 
ken in warm terms of the faithfulness and laborious devotion to the inter- 
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ests of the Association, of the author of “ A Descriptive Catalogue of the 
Anatomical Museum of the Boston Society for Medical Improvement.” He 
has exhibited a parental solicitude from its first formation, that has been 
characterized by a sterling effort of ambition to have a cabinet in the city 
of Boston, which should be creditable to the acknowledged intelligence and 
scientific reputation of those constituting the Society. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson is extensively known for his accuracy in morbid 
anatomy. This collection is a vast aggregation of specimens—the eontribu- 
tions of medical gentlemen, which have been systematically arranged ; and in 
this catalogue the individual history of each article seems to have been pa- 
tiently and judiciously considered in all its various relations. It is an extra- 
ordinary record book of anomalous diseases, a page of which cannot be 
read without recalling some parallel or analogous cases, which every 
physician at times regrets not having preserved in some more permanent 
way, than trusting to the treachery of his own memory. On former occa- 
sions we have called the attention of medical strangers, visiting Boston, to 
the pleasure and profit to be derived from an examination of this museum, 
to which there is a ready access, free of all expense. And this opportunity 
is embraced of again reminding them of the advantages to be derived from 
an hour’s examination of this very beautifully preserved and truly rare ex- 
hibition of morbid disease. , 

The catalogue is not like a common index, by which things are found 
on a shelf by their numbers; but it is an elaborate description of tumors, 
bones, vessels, organs, of all sorts and descriptions, as they exist before the 
spectator, accompanied by comments, that indicate the close research of an 
accomplished anatomist, pathologist and scholar. In the name of a pro- 
fession that will hereafter realize its indebtedness to the untiring labors of 
Dr. Jackson, we tender him the homage of gratitude for this new contribu- 
tion to the archives of medical science. | 


Medical Addresses.—Dr. Peaslee’s introductory before the Medical 
School of Maine, delivered March 13th, and Dr. Pancoast’s charge to the 
medical graduates of the Jefferson College, Philadelphia, March 29th, are 
excellent. By and by, before the memory of the occasion which gave rise to 
them is Jost, we hope for an opportunity to extract some of their essential 
beauties, that others may participate in sentiments which could not have 
been heard otherwise than with satisfaction and profit. —s, 


Diseases of the Eye produced by Impure Air.—The following facts, re+ 
lated by Dr. Bullar, in the English Journal of Public Health, are impor- 
tant, and may be the means of explaining the cause of similar affections of 

e eyes in other places. 

“ About fourteen tenements in a suburb of Southampton are built on the 
edge of a deep ditch, into which their drains and privies immediately open, 
many of the privies overhanging the ditch, and opening into the houses. 
This ditch has no outlet, and thus it forms an open cesspool, running the 
whole length of the row of cottages, and containing their accumulated filth. 
The smel] is at all times oppressive ; in hot weather, unbearable. On in- 
guiring into its effects on the health of the poor occupying the Reneeenilt 

Was struck with the number of complaints of diseases of the eyes; an 


out of 43 whom I inquired,'21 had been attacked with,inflammation of 
the conjunctiva of a:mild/kind. 1 was subsequently informed by. Mr. 
Charles Reele that six children of ene family in another house (the only 
one of a higher class exposed to the ditch) were constantly. subject to 
chronic inflammation affecting the edges of the eyelids; and that no treat, 
ment would cure them until the children were removed to \a, healthier 

- “The prevalence of that severe disease, purulent ophthalmia, among 
large‘numbers—as in armies, hospitals and schools—under the same cir- 
cumstances as typhus, or epidemic diseases, has been attributed by some to 
atmospheric causes; by which phrase can only be meant, unseen poisons 
carried by the air. » Here is an instance of a much mi'der disease, inflam- 
mation of the conjunctiva, either of a catarrhal or pustular form, or merely 
of the edges of the lids, evidently produced by the exhalations of putrid 
matter; and that such irritating matter may act by its direct application to 
the exposed conjunctival membrane is highly probable. 

. The practical lesson taught by this is, that even in slight ophthalmia 
affecting several of « household, and in obstinate affections of the eyelids 
(often of great consequence, from the permanent deformity and discomfort 
which the loss of the eyelashes entails) the state of the drains should be 
minutely inquired into, and the cause either removed, or the patient re- 
moved from the cause.” oft 


“'To tHe Eprror, &c.—Will Dr. H. J. Bigelow have the kindness to: re- 
view the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of October, 1846. and cor- 
rect his statement in the last number of that Journal, in which he claims 
to have given the first public paper upon the subject of etherization in 
aid of surgical operations ; as he will, in the Journal for October 28, 1846, 
find an account of the process by Dr. Smilie—some two weeks previous to 
his own ; and if he desires he can also find a copy of the same in the Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal. «JUSTICE. 


The Three Anodynes.—There are three compound chemical bodies 
which, inhaled into the lungs, superinduce a state of anesthesia, or insen- 
sibility to pain in surgical operations—the nitrous oxide, commonly called 
exhilarating gas; sulphuric ether, now so often used ; and the perchloride 
of formyle, or chloroform. They differ materially from each other in their 
chemical constitution, so that their elements afford no clue to their anes- 
thetic properties. The nitrous oxide is composed of nitrogen and ozygen, 
in proportions of one atom each. Sulphuric ether has one atom of oxygen, 
four of carbon, and five of hydrogen ; and chloroform has two atoms of 
carbon, one of hydrogen, and three of chlorine. = of 


' Mortality of London.—During the week ending March 4th, the mortality 
had diminished ; the deaths amounting to only 1114, instead of 1145, as 
in. the preceding week. Deaths from zymotic discases, 270 (in the pre- 
ceding week 308); of which 30 were from smallpox, 33 from measles, 54 
from scarlatina, 19 from hooping cough, 18 from influenza, and 67 from 
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‘phus. The diminution of mortality from the two latter diseases was de- 
cided ; in the previous week, deaths from influenza were 33, and from ty- 
phus 77, Deaths from phthisis 115, or 32 under. the weekly average for 
the five previous winters. Mean temperature, 42 deg. .8 Fahr. Tempera- 
ture of dew point, 38 deg. .6 Fahr. Height of barometer, 29.3 inches: 
Electricity alternately negative and positive. Births in the week, 1376— 


yiz., 713 males, 663 females.—London Lancet. 


A Good Example.—At a meeting of the poor-law guardians of the 
Brecknock Union, for the election of medical officers for the ensuing 
year, John Parry de Winton, Esq., the chairman, in his address to the 
successful candidates, stated that it was the wish of the guardians that the 
first object of the medical officers should be the comfort and welfare of the 
sick poor; observing, that among paupers it was frequently not so much 
medicine, but nutritious food, and above all, patient kindness of demeanor, 
that was required ; these remarks were made, not from any doubt of the 
humane feeling of either of the gentlemen appointed, but with a view to as- 
sure aint that any comforts they ordered would be supplied without grudg- 


Remedy for Toothache.—A mixture of two parts of the liquid ammonia 
of commerce with one of simple tincture, is recommended as a remedy for 
toothache, so often uncontrollable. A piece of lint is dipped into this mix- 
ture, and then introduced into the carious tooth, when the nerve is imme- 
diately cauterized, and pain stopped. It is stated to be eminently success- 
ful, and in some cases is supposed to act by neutralizing an acid product 
in the decaying tooth.— | 


Famine and Fever on the Continent.—According to the Breslau jouré 
nals, the ravages of famine and typhus in some districts of Silesia are 
most fatal; and in the district of Plesse, it. is calculated that there are no 
less than 3000 children which the epidemic has rendered orphans.— Dublin 


To CorRESPONDENTS.—The paper of “ F.” on the use of chloroform, and one on Empiricism 
in Boston, have been received. 


H., Dr. Benjamin T. Prescott, of Boston, to Miss M. A. F. Rollins. 


MaRnizp—At Marblehead, Mass., Dr. James Briggs to Miss H. Glover—At Newington, N. 


Dixp,—At New Sharon, Me., Dr. James S. True.—Near Traveller's Rock, Geo., Dr. Wade H. 
Powell.—At Garlandsville, Mississippi, Dr. Longyon—murdered, with his wife, his mother and two 
Lr te by a negress. ‘Two weeks before, his house was destroyed by fire, probably by the same 


Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week onding-Apel 29th, 60.—Males, 34—females, 26.— 
Stillborn, 4. Of consumption, 14—typhus fever, lung 
rance, 3—~drowned, 3—croup, 6—dropsy, 2—dropsy on t in, 1—teething iD 
convulsions, of the. brai the heart, 1—bronchitis, i—accidental,.1— 


child-bed, 1—murdered, 1—scrofula, 1—unknown, 1. 3—bet 
Under 5 years, 27—between 5 and 20 years, 4—between 20 and 40 years, I: ” 
60 years, —over 60 years.5. 
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Medical Miscellany.—It seems that the income of the American Homa@opathic Jour- 
nal does not pay the cost of publication, and the anxious question is asked at the close 
of No. 24, vol. 2, What shall we do?—Died, at Wexford, Canada West, Mr. Daniol 
Aiken, azed 120 years. He had, during his life, contracted seven marriages, and had 
570 grand-children and great-grand-children: 300 boys and 270 girls.—A Dr. Ander- 
son, of Birkenhead, England, recently died from using chloroform. He was in his 
usual state of health, which was delicate, when chloroform was administered to bim 
for the purpose of rendering the extraction of a tooth painless. Within forty-eight 
hours a rush of blood to the lungs threatened instant death, and he expired on the 
second day afierwards.—M. Poggiale, Professor of Chemistry at the Military Hospital, 
Val de Grace, states, that inhalation of the vapor of aldehyde produces insensibility in 
a tore prompt and complete manner than ether or chloroform. Several dogs have 
been rendered completely unconscious in the space of forty-five seconds; no accidents 
occurred. On one occasion, the inhalation was continued during ten minutes, and the 
animals spontaneously recovered.—The praises of Dr. Motte, at Palermo, who is the 
son of Dr. Motte, of New York, are on every tongue in Sicily. He offered his services 
to the Committee as a surgeon during the conflict, and labored in poor health, day after 
day, and night after night, in the most painful duties of his profession, and that, too, 
without the least hope of reward ; for it was hardly expected that the people would be 
victorious. He has endeared towards him the hearts of the Sicilians, and since the peo- 

le have conquered, he has been made Surgeon General of the Sicilian oes 28 

. Horner, of Adams Co., and Dr. Wm. Mclivain, of Peon., have been ak Gai ele- 
gates to a political convention.—The London Literary Gazette of March 18th, says: 
‘M Hammerschmid, of Vienna, as the result of 1500 operations, gives the preference 
to ether over chlurofurm as a narcotic, and attributes to the latter, consequences which 
may prove detrimental to the constitution.” 


BOYLSTON MEDICAL SCHOOL, 

INCORPORATED IN 1847. 
Tue Course of Instruction for the ensuing year, will begin on the Ist Wednesday in March, 1848. 
No pains nor expense will be spared to offer every advantage to our Students. Private examinations 
of patients, both medical and susical, with particular regard to the treatment of the diseases and 
accidents likely to fall under the care of a general practitioner, will be constantly made. 
- The wards of the Massachusetts Genera] Hospital will be open throughout the year to our Students, 
in common with those of other Schools ; and a large number of post-morten examinations, at which 
they may assist, will afford them excellent opportunities for the study of Pathological Anatomy. 

The means for the study of Practical Anatomy will be as great as Students desire. 

Fully illustrated Lectures upon Chemistry, Pathology, Anatomy, Physiology, Hygiene, Materia 
Medica and Obstetrics, with their bearing upon Legal Medicine, will form a part of the course. 

ae public institutions, open to any Medical Students in this city, will be available to those of 


hool. 
: For terms, &c.. apply to bs Toisas, 12 Essex street, on any day, between 2 and 4 P. M. 


N BACON, M.D. Cc. E. BUCKINGHAM, M.D. — 
hi EDWARD H. CLARKE, M.D. __-'W. HENRY THAYER, M.D. 
Boston, Feb. 15, 1848. Feb 16—eptf © | JOHN B. WALKER, M.D. | 


J. P. MAYNARD’S LIQUID ADHESIVE PLASTER, OR COTTON SOLUTION. 
A NEw and elegant substitute for Plaster Cloth, Sutures, Bandages, &c., in surgical operations. It is 
also much preferable to Court Plaster and Gold Beater’s Skin, being nearly the color of the skin, adhe- 
ring more closely to it, and continuing pliable and unaffected by washing. 
article, originally applied to Surgery by J. P. Maynarp, has been found by all eons who 

have tested it, far superior and more convenient than any former means of. dress Inc Wounds. 
For Burns, Sore Nipples, and all excoriated surfaces, it has proved extremely efficacious. It is not 
acted upon by water, and adheres with almost incredible tenacity to the skin, keeping the edges of the 
wound closely together, and causing it to hex] with hardly a perceptible scar. 

Prepared r the formula of J. P. Maynard, by MAYNARD & NOYES, and for sale by them at 
No. 11 Merchant’s Row. apr. 26 


PHILBRICK & TRAFTON, 
or (Successors to Colcord, Philbrick & Go 
Manuracrourers, Chemists, &c. Wholesale dealers in French and English Chemicals, English Ex- 
tracts, Pure Powdered Articles, Fresh and Genuine Drugs of every description, Instruments, &c. 
Particular attention paid to the selection and preparation of articles for Physicians’ orders. 
C. T. TraFrTon (Feb. 9.—eplyr.) 8. R. 

DISEASES OF THE EYE AND EAR. 
Dr. J. H. Dix will, from this date, relinquish general practice, and attend exclusively to the medi- 
and surgical treatment of Diseases of the Eye and Ear. Tremont at., opposite Tremont Iouse. 
14, 1943. Sept.28—eptf 


SURGEON DENTIST. Ofmee with De 
Apr. 12—eply with Dr. J.P. 3) Winer strom 
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